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F. ALIEN EMERGENCY MEDICAL PROGRAM (AEM) 
 

WAC 388-438-0110  The alien emergency medical (AEM) program. 
 
(1) The alien emergency medical (AEM) program is a federally-funded program.  It 

is for aliens who are ineligible for other Medicaid programs, due to citizenship or 
alien status requirements described in WAC 388-424-0005 and 388-424-0010. 

 
(2) Except for the Social Security Number, citizenship, or alien status requirements, 

an alien must meet categorical Medicaid eligibility requirements as described 
in: 

 
(a) WAC 388-505-0110, for an SSI-related person; 
 
(b) WAC 388-505-0220, for family medical programs; 

 
(c) WAC 388-505-0210, for a child under the age of nineteen; or 

 
(d) WAC 388-523-0100, for medical extensions. 

 
(3) When an alien has monthly income which exceeds the CN medical standards, 

the department will consider AEM medically needy coverage for children or for 
adults who are age sixty-five or over or who meet SSI disability criteria.  See 
WAC 388-519-0100. 

 
(4) To qualify for the AEM program, the alien must have: 
 

(a) An emergency medical condition as described in WAC 388-500-0005; 
or 

 
(b) Been approved by the department as requiring nursing facility or 

COPES level of care. 
 
(5) The alien's date of arrival in the United States is not used when determining 

eligibility for the AEM program. 
 

 
 
CLARIFYING INFORMATION 
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1. When an alien meets medical program criteria but is ineligible to receive medical 

benefits under that program due to alien status, they are considered "related to" that 
Medicaid program.  In order to be eligible for the Alien Emergency Medical (AEM) 
program, a person must: 
  
a. Have an emergency medical condition.  (Refer to the list of emergency 

medical conditions in the Medically Indigent section); and 
 
b. Be related to one of the following Medicaid programs: 

 
(1) Family medical program (F04); 

 
(2) Children's medical program (F06); or 

 
(3) SSI-related medical program (S02). 

 
(4) Institutionalized medical program – Nursing home (L02) or COPES 

(C01). 
 
2. When an alien is eligible for a state-funded CN scope of care program, use that 

program rather than the AEM program.  Examples of state-funded CN scope of 
care medical programs are the Children's Health program (F08), the SFA medical 
program (F04), and the pregnant women's medical program (P04). 

 
3. When the countable income exceeds the standards for CN medical, consider 

Medically Needy (MN) coverage for children (F99) or for adults who meet the SSI 
age or disability criteria (S99, L95 or L99 for nursing home clients).  See 
SPENDDOWN. 

 
WORKER RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
1. Ask yourself if the alien would be eligible for Medicaid if they were a citizen.  If the 

answer is YES, the person is "related to" a Medicaid program.  If the person is not a 
citizen and has an emergency medical condition, determine eligibility for the AEM 
program. 

 
2. Determine AEM eligibility before considering the Medically Indigent (MI) program 

because it offers better coverage. 
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Alien Emergency 
Medical (AEM) 

 

Medically Indigent 
(MI) 

• Federally funded • State funded 
• CN scope of care - 
 Limited to treatment of the emergency  

• Hospital-based services and 
emergency transportation only 

• Multiple three-month certification periods • Limited to one three-month 
certification in a twelve month period 

• No spenddown • May have spenddown 
• No EMER • $2000 EMER 
 
NOTE: For a child’s case that trickles to F99 or for a case that trickles to S99, the 

client will have a spenddown liability and MN scope of care. 
 
3. Do not authorize MI while a DDDS decision is pending for the determination of SSI-

related disability.  Authorize MI only after you have determined the alien is not 
eligible for CN or MN coverage under the AEM program. 

 
Examples of a Person Eligible for AEM Program: 
 
1. An undocumented alien child is ineligible for children's CN medical (F06) because 

of their alien status.  When family income is over 100% FPL the child is ineligible for 
the Children's Health program (F08).  When the family income is under 200%FPL, 
the child is "related to" the children's CN medical program (F06). 

 
An alien child, age 18, who is no longer eligible for F08 only because of age, is 
related to F06 because the child is under 19 years old. 

 
If these children also have an emergency medical condition, AEM can be authorized 
under the (F09) medical coverage group. 
 
Should countable income exceed CN standards, the child may be considered for 
F99 MN coverage. 

 
 
2. An alien family is not eligible for CN Family Medical or the state-funded SFA family 

medical (F04) because of their alien status.  Even though the family is not eligible 
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for a family medical program because of their alien status, they remain "related to" a 
Medicaid program by meeting the categorical requirements including income and 
resource standards.  If one or more of them have an emergency medical condition, 
AEM can be authorized for the person(s) with the emergency medical condition 
under the F09 medical coverage group. 
 
NOTE: Before considering AEM for the children, determine if they are eligible 

for Children's Health program (F08).  If the mother is pregnant, 
consider the pregnancy medical program (P04) before AEM. 

 
3. A Lawful Permanent Resident (LPR) entered the US six months ago.  This person 

was hospitalized for an emergency medical condition, and appears to be disabled.  
Do a referral to DDDS to determine if the person meets SSI disability criteria.  
When DDDS confirms the disability decision, the person becomes "related to" a 
Medicaid program.  AEM can be authorized under the S07 medical coverage 
group.  Should countable income exceed CN standards, the person may be 
considered for MN coverage. 

 
4. An undocumented alien, age 67, requires nursing facility care.  Nursing facility care 

is considered an emergency medical condition and an aged person is related to a 
Medicaid program.  AEM can be authorized under the L04 medical coverage 
group. 

 
 
Examples of a Person Ineligible for AEM Program: 
 
1. An undocumented woman with no children, age 27, was hospitalized for an 

emergency medical condition.  She is out of the hospital and is healthy now.  She is 
not related to any Medicaid program.  Do not consider the AEM program.  Refer to 
the MI section of this category. 

 
2. An undocumented family applies for medical.  The family consists of Mom, Dad and 

two children.  The father's earned income is $1375 per month.  The mother has an 
emergency medical condition and her doctor wants her to have several medical 
tests.  The family is ineligible for the CN family medical program (F04) because of 
alien status and family income exceeds the income standard.  Do not consider 
eligibility for AEM.  Refer to the MI section in this category if she is hospitalized. 

 
 NOTE:  The children are eligible for the Children's Health program (F08). 
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ACES PROCEDURES 
 
1. Screen procedures: 
 
If any members of the assistance unit are not U.S. citizens, verify alien status and review 
any INS documentation that the alien has. 
 

a. If the alien can provide INS documentation, refer to CITIZENSHIP and ALIEN 
STATUS and determine alien status with the appropriate medical program. 

 
b. If the alien does not have INS documentation, consider the alien an 

Undocumented Alien.  Do not ask a person to verify their alien status if 
they are undocumented. 

 
c. Screen the alien for a medical application using the date of request as the 

application start date.  For instructions on screening an application, see 
APPLICATIONS. 

 
d. On the (INCH) screen, enter the appropriate program code, program type, and 

medical coverage group on the blank line. 
 
The information on the (INCH) screen should be: 
 
 PROGRAM CODE =  MA 
 PROG TYPE =  R  (or A,B,D) 
 MED COVRG GROUP =  F04  (or S02 or L02) 
 APPL DATE = Date of request 
 
2. Relationship and financial responsibility: 
 
The financial responsibility code (Fin Resp) for the parent(s) and child(ren) is [PN] and 
entered on the (STAT) screen. 
 
3. Processing application: 
 
Process the application as shown in APPLICATIONS.  Complete the (ALAS) and 
(MISC) screens in Option [O], interview as follows: 
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a. On the (ALAS) screen enter [Y] or [N] to indicate the existence of an alien 
medical emergency.  This information on the ALAS screen must be updated at 
each subsequent certification.  (Do not use the Medically Indigent medical 
emergency field except to note the date of the medical emergency.) 

 
b. For SSI-related individuals, enter the ABD area field on the (MISC) screen. 

 
c. Complete the child(ren) (DEM) and (APID) screens, if applicable. 

 
d. Process and finalize the application.  See APPLICATIONS for further 

instructions and for the completion of the application. 
 

e. ACES will authorize the alien emergency medical program for three month 
certification periods.  If additional time is required for treatment of the 
emergency condition, more months can be authorized. 

 
f. Should the case trickle to an MN coverage group, ensure the base period is 

for only three months. 
 

g. For a CN AEM client (F09 or S07), ACES issues a MAID with the legend 
“CNP-Emergency Medical Only”.  For an MN AEM client (F99 or S99), ACES 
issues a MAID with the legend “LCP-MN Emergency Medical Only”. 

 
NOTE: Adults are not eligible for MN medical coverage, unless they are aged, blind, 

disabled, or pregnant.  Do not confirm eligibility for an adult in an F95 or F99 
medical coverage group. 

   
4. AEM and nursing facility: 
 
If the client is aged, blind, or disabled, screen in L02.  Complete all other screens as usual 
for the L series.  During finalize, the AU will trickle from L02 to L04, ACES will send notice 
002. 

 
5. AEM and COPES: 
 
If the client is aged, blind, or disabled, screen in S02.  Follow the procedure in the AEM 
chapter, except call up INST and enter the HCB WAIVER information for COPES.  Date 
and Approval source.  During finalize, the AU will trickle from S02 to S07.  Override the 
notice and manually complete letter A05M COPES Approval letter. 


